Explanation of al-Agidah al-Wasitiyya
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[THE INTERCESSIONS OF THE PROPHET %]

On the Day of Rising, he will have three intercessions: The first will be on behalf of mankind
standing at the Place of Rising so that the Judgment may begin. This is after they have gone to
the Prophets to request this: Adam, Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, and ‘Isa, the son of Maryam, each
one declining until they finally go to him.

The second will be on behalf of the people of Paradise that they be allowed entry. These two

intercessions are specific to him.
The third will be on behalf of those who are deserving of the Fire. This intercession is for him,
for all the Prophets, for the sincerely truthful and for others. They will intercede on behalf of
those who are deserving of the Fire that they not enter it, and on behalf of those who have
entered the Fire that they be removed from it

[ 0 Leuis]
[THE INTERCESSIONS OF THE PROPHET %]

o The Sheikh continues to mention the events of the Day of Judgement. In this part of his treatise, he
mentions the shafa’aat (intercessions) of the Prophet £ on the Day of Judgement
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On the Day of Rising, he will have three intercessions
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The pronoun in the word (4J3) returns to the Prophet # as a continuation of the previous section of
the treatise, where it was mentioned that he will be the first to request the opening of the door of
Paradise, and that his Ummah will be the first to enter it.

Linguistically, the verb shafa’ah means to make something even after it was odd. In its Shar’i sense,
it means to intercede for another person to bring about benefit for them or to avert harm from
them. The Shar’i derivation from the linguistic meaning is clear, because if you intercede for
someone, you have become a double (even) with them.

The Shafaa’ah is divided into two categories:

1. The false Shafaa’ah: It is the intercession the polytheists attribute to their idols, claiming
that by worshipping them, they will intercede for them before Allah.
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And they worship other than Allah that which neither harms them nor benefits them,
and they say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allah.’ [Yunus: 18]

2. The correct Shafaa’ah: For it to occur, it must meet three conditions:

1. That Allah is pleased with the intercessor.

2. That Allah is pleased with the one being interceded for. The exception to this is the
Great Intercession, which is general for all people, whether Allah is pleased with
them or not.

3. Allah’s permission for the intercession to take place.

These three conditions are evidenced in Allah’s saying:
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And how many angels there are in the heavens whose intercession will not avail at

all except [only] after Allah has permitted [it] to whom He wills and approves.
[al-Najm: 26]

The ridha (pleasure) mentioned in the ayah is general and includes the intercessor and the
one being interceded for.

The Prophet £ will have three forms of intercession on the Day of Judgement.
1. The Great Intercession, which is the Magaam al-Mahmoud (Praised Station), where the
Prophet £ will intercede before Allah to judge among His servants after a prolonged wait.
The intercession for the inhabitants of Paradise, so that they may enter it.

The intercession for whoever deserves the Fire, that they do not enter it and for the ones
who have already entered it to be removed from it.
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The first will be on behalf of mankind standing at the Place of Rising so that the Judgment
may begin.

This is mention of the first intercession of the Prophet %, and it is the Great Intercession. The
Prophet £ will intercede before Allah to begin judgement among His servants after a long wait, and
the people have approached the Prophets to intercede, but they have declined. The Prophet £ will
then carry out the intercession with the permission of Allah.
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This is after they have gone to the Prophets to request this: Adam, Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa,
and 'Isa, the son of Maryam, each one declining until they finally go to him.

® Meaning, the people will approach the Messengers to intercede on their behalf, but each will
decline and will refer them to the next messenger.

e Adam ¥E will decline, citing his eating from the tree which Allah had forbidden him from. He will
refer them to Nuh 3&8\. Nuh 38 will also decline, citing the du’aa he made upon his people. He will
refer them to lbrahim %8\, Ibrahim & will also decline, citing the three lies he uttered. He will refer
them to Musa %8\, Musa &% will also decline, citing his killing of a man whom he was not ordered to
kill. He will refer them to Isa ¥X). Isa %5\ will also decline but will not cite any sins. He will refer them
to the Prophet £,

e This is based on the lengthy hadith of Abu Hurayra. At the conclusion of the hadith, the Prophet %
said:
o C“‘“
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They will come to Muhammad % and say: ‘O Muhammad, you are the Messenger of Allah and the
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Seal of the Prophets, and Allah has forgiven your past and future sins. Intercede for us with your
Lord; do you not see what we are experiencing?’ So | will go and come under the Throne, and then
1 will fall prostrate before my Lord, Mighty and Majestic. Then Allah will inspire me with praises
and glorifications of Him that He has not inspired anyone with before me. Then it will be said: ‘O
Muhammad, raise your head, ask and you will be given, intercede and your intercession will be
accepted.’ [Bukhari, Muslim]

° (4;3; @.w &3) — “Until they finally go to him.” Meaning, they will eventually go to the Prophet #, as
per the previous hadith. This is the Great Intercession, that will not be for anyone except the
Prophet #. It is the greatest of all intercessions because it will relieve the people from the lengthy
standing, the distress, and the grief that they are in.
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The second will be on behalf of the people of Paradise that they be allowed entry. These two
intercessions are specific to him.

e This is when the inhabitants of Paradise have crossed the Siraat and retribution (gisas) is taken from
them at the Qantara. This retribution purifies their hearts and removes any malice and resentment
from them. Once they are cleansed and purified, they will be allowed to enter Paradise.

e However, when they arrive at Paradise, they will find its gates closed. The Prophet ¥ will then
intercede for them so that they be allowed entry. The Prophet £ said:

°
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1 will come to the gate of Paradise on the Day of Resurrection and ask for it to be opened. The
gatekeeper will ask: 'Who are you?' | will say: 'Muhammad.' The gatekeeper will say: 'l was
ordered not to open for anyone before you.’ [Muslim]

o (4ol ub.cl.a.&dl gﬁl.&j) — ‘These two intercessions are specific to him.” Meaning, the intercession
for the people at the Mawgif to expedite the judgement, and the intercession for the people of
Paradise to be admitted into it. They are specifically for the Prophet £. This is why Adam 38 and the
Messengers of Strong Resolve (Ulul ‘Azm) will excuse themselves.
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The third will be on behalf of those who are deserving of the Fire. This intercession is for him,
for all the Prophets, for the sincerely truthful and for others. They will intercede on behalf of
those who are deserving of the Fire that they not enter it, and on behalf of those who have
entered the Fire that they be removed from it.

e This third shafaa’ah is for the disobedient believers. It is for those of them who are deserving of the
Hellfire that they are not admitted to it, and for those who have already been admitted, to be
removed from it.

e This shafaa’ah is not exclusive to the Prophet %, but for others as well. This is established in multiple
authentic narrations. The Prophet # said:
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My intercession will be for those among my Ummah who have committed major sins.
[Abu Dawud - Sahih]
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Allah, Blessed and Exalted, will say: ‘The angels have interceded, the prophets have interceded,
and the believers have interceded, and now only the Most Merciful of the merciful remains to
intercede.” He will then take a handful from the Fire and bring out people who never did any good.
[Muslim]
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It will be said to me: 'O Muhammad, raise your head, speak, and you will be heard, ask, and you
will be granted, intercede, and your intercession will be accepted.’ | will then say: 'O Lord, my
Ummah, my Ummah.' It will be said to me. 'Go, and whoever has in their heart the smallest,
smallest, smallest amount of Iman equivalent to a mustard seed, bring them out of the Fire.' So |
will go and do so. [Muslim]
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There is no Muslim man who dies, and forty men who do not associate anythlng with Allah stand
over his funeral, except that Allah grants them intercession for him. [Muslim]

e The Mu’tazilah and the Khawaarij denied this shafaa’ah, because they regard the one who commits

a major sin as a disbeliever and is destined for the Hellfire for eternity. They are of the opinion that
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the one who commits zina is like the one who commits shirk - the intercession will be of no benefit
to them. Their false opinion is refuted by the many authentic narrations which are mutawaatir
(narrated by many narrators in each level of the chain of narration).

Review questions
1. Explain how the Shar’i definition of the shafaa’ah is derived from its linguistic meaning.
2. What are the three conditions of the correct shafaa’ah?

3. What are the three intercessions that the Prophet £ will be granted on the Day of Judgement?
Which two are specific to him and which one is not?

4. ‘Until they finally go to him.” = What is the context of this statement?
5. Which shafaa’ah did the Mu’tazilah and Khawaarij deny and why did they deny it?
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